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Unto the Right noble and Valorous populace of these glorious lands that burn,
Greetings!
We can hardly believe that we are fast approaching the end of our first year as the Crown's stewards here in Vatavia. It has been
an extremely satisfying and enriching year. We have learned so much as we have grown in the role of Baron and Baroness. We
have very much enjoyed learning new arts and sciences, participating in archery and fighting, demos, events, and most of all, you.
Yes, you! The biggest reason we decided to tackle this role was because of each and every one of you. You are all amazing and
cherished and the reason Vatavia continues to move forward into the New Year.
Looking forward, we know that Vatavia will be looking for officers and deputies. Lady Margaret MacKenzie is taking over the
office of Exchequer in Lord Robert the Scot's place. The office of Chatelaine is currently open, with letters of intent being due
on January 18th, 2017. The office of Knight Marshal is open, with letters of intent being due on February 1st, 2017. Honorable Lord William Douglas' term as Seneschal is coming towards an end. At least two other offices may be looking for replacements in the very near future.
There are also currently a few offices in need of a deputy. While an office may be filled, that does not mean that the officer does
not need your help. A deputy position is a great way to learn more about the inner workings of the SCA.
Volunteering as a deputy means that you are offering to help that officer out, and to learn more about the how that particular
office works. It does not necessarily mean that you have volunteered to be the next officer for that position when it comes open.
(Unless you want to, than by all means apply for it!)
The Great Plains Spring Renaissance demo is being held April 22nd & 23rd, 2017. This is arguably the largest demo we hold
each year, and we are excited about some of the new ideas that were implemented and discussed last fall. We will be utilizing the
new dell layout again this spring and are open to new suggestions for engaging our audience. We capture the attention of quite a
sizable crowd. What can we do better to recruit and retain new members over the next few years? If heading up and improving
this demo is something you are interested in or if you have ideas for how to better organize things please let our Seneschal, Honorable Lord William Douglas, and us know later than March 15th, 2017.
Do you enjoy pomp and circumstance? Court? Coronation in Forgotten Sea is where it is at! Also, do not forget the investiture
of their new Excellencies Duncan Eardstapa and Gwendolyn Verch Morgaine of the Barony of Three Rivers at chieftans. Are
you interested Fiber Arts? This year's 20th Annual Bobbin & Weaving is something you don't want to miss. Are you interested
in making garb? Maybe for Gulf Wars or Lilies perhaps? Look no further than Clothier's Seminar. Are you mustering for war?
Joining the good fight? Do not miss Winter War Maneuvers. Heaven forbid, but if you do not have enough fun at Gulf Wars
there is always Hibernates Interuptis the following week.
We also have a number of classes, workshops, practices and demos already scheduled for the year. Keep an eye out for all the
different was you can participate and have fun. The SCA is all about doing things together after all!
Finally, we know that we have taken a rather progressive approach in our role and that we have introduced a number of changes
and ideas. Thank you for the faith you have placed in us, for hearing us out, and giving us a chance to do things differently. We
have listened and will continue to listen to your feedback. If you have any ideas, suggestions, or concerns, please know that they
have warrant and we are most happy to hear them.
In ever faithful service,
Baron Uldin of Ravenscroft and Baroness Sung Sai-êrh
Baron@baronyofvatavia.org
Baroness@baronyofvatavia.org
2

FROM THE SENESCHAL
Greetings unto the Populace of Vatavia,
Happy New Year to everyone and I hope everyone had a
Happy Holiday season. We have many plans for the new
year and I hope everyone has a chance to get as much eventing in this year that they want. We are looking for bids for
Valor this month and also for someone to head up Spring
Ren Fair. If you are interested please contact Their Excellencies Uldin and Sung or myself and we can guide you in
what you will need to send us.

tice whenever you can. These really are excellent ways to
meet people and find out for yourself what we're all about.
This will be my last letter in the Dragonflyer. I will be
handing the office over to my replacement in February when
my warrant expires. If you are interested in being chatelaine,
please feel free to ask me any questions. I respond to facebook, email and text pretty quickly. Send a letter of intent
to William and to TE Uldin and Sung.
I have enjoyed working with you all the last 3 years.
In Service to the Dream,
Lady Deirdre de Warenne

Also, I would like to ask that all officers start looking for
Deputies if you don’t already have one. The Baronial officers’ positions are all fun and rewarding ways to help the Bar- From the Demo
ony and I hope that everyone would have the chance to help Coordinator
out in any way they would like.
Good Greetings Vatavia,
With Coronation, Masters of the Duel, Ren Faire and planning for Valor coming up I want ask everyone to help out
the event stewards of these events as much as possible. I realize that for some people this is the only events that you get
to go to but if you could volunteer a couple hours it would
go a long way to take some of the stress off of the department heads and event stewards.

2017 is already being scheduled for presentations. Please
consider coming, even if you have never participated in a
presentation before. It is an opportunity to see Vatavia as
the community gets to see us. In some ways there are two
sides to the SCA: what we do among ourselves at events;
and, what we do for the public and our communities.

Once again we have been asked to be part of a Scouts’
Thank you to all of the baronial officers, Their Excellencies Blue and Gold dinner. We have been invited to come to
Elizabeth Anne Seton Catholic School Sunday, February
and all of the populace members that helped out over the
26th and do a fighting presentation and some on costuming.
past years to make this Barony great!
Their event is starting at 4 pm and includes dinner catered
-His Lordship William Douglas
from Hog Wild Pit Barbecue. Our presenters are invited to
Seneschal, Barony of Vatavia
eat with them. The presentation would be during the meal
for about 20 minutes. This would be the Sunday of ChiefFrom the chatelaine
tains weekend.
Unto the Barony of Vatavia, Warm fuzzy greetings...
The other two requests are opportunities to show the
I hope this missive finds you all well and happy - and I hope educational side of what we do. Tuesday March 7 we have
you all had the most wonderful holidays imaginable.
been invited to Alejandra’s sewing group’s meeting at the
As usual, I am going to mention the events coming up and Sedgwick County Extension Center to talk about different
suggest asking a newcomer to ride with you to all the events! kinds of garb. This is a daytime request, starting at 1:30 pm
There is so much to see and do, and to learn and participate and going for 20 minutes of presentation with hands on
in. We are not a spectator sport - we want everyone to get
time and question and answer time afterwards. Due to space
involved and do the stuff.
considerations this will be a limited number of presenters.
Please continue attending Arts & Sciences and fighter prac- Contact Maria or Marie if you would like to be a part of
this demo.
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Finally the other educational presentation is from the
Scandinavian Society here in Wichita. Friday May 12th a
30 to 45 minute presentation on Viking culture and/or
history has been requested. This would be after 6:30 pm,
after their meal and business meeting. They meet at Glory
Day Lutheran Church next to Crum Castle in Riverside.
Please contact Marie if you are interested in participating.
Since this is so specific a request I would like to hear from
people who can provide information or resources but would
not be attending this demo. This is the weekend of St.
George and the Dragon in Oakheart.

We had two accepted names at the close of 2016 Freygerðr Ágeirssdóttir and ØyrikR Raðúlfsson both had
their names registered. We are still awaiting results on the
Device change for Inuhara Fuyume and the Device registration for ØyrikR Raðúlfsson; once word reaches us the respective parties will be notified. The Caltrop office looks
forward to serving Baronial needs for heraldry in this
coming year.
In service,

HL Johann Steinarsson
Caltrop Pursuivant

Thank you for your consideration of these requests.
Marie CD

To the populace of Vatavia, Greetings,

From the Caltrop
Pursuivant
Good gentles all,
As the past year has closed its final chapter, we are now
looking upon a new beginning - new opportunities, new
chances, with this new year upon us. For those of you
looking for such opportunities, let me take a moment to
remind you that both the office of Caltrop Pursuivant and
the Regional office of Gerfalcon Herald are looking for
deputies. These are not merely important offices, they are
essential for the continued growth of Barony and Kingdom,
plus they are a unique learning opportunity.

Caltrop and his staff are pleased to announced that the
September national Laurel decisions have been received.
Freygerðr Ágeirsdóttir and Øyríkr Raðúifsson names have
been registered. The October decisions have also been received. Øyríkr Raðúifsson’s sheild proposal: Sable, a chevron vert fimbriated between three wolves’ heads cabossed
Or has been registered.

Heraldry is, of course, a little daunting if you are unfamiliar with it, but we of the Caltrop office are more than
happy to teach anyone intrigued by any aspect of it.
And if you have an interest in exploring on your own, I
recommend looking up http://heraldry.sca.org/ and
browsing through the SCA College of Arms on the Web.
This is the go-to SCA heraldic website for FAQs,
in-depth articles, submission forms, and is also the access
point for OSCAR - the Online System for Commentary
And Response - where the submission process for names
and devices takes place for ALL the Kingdoms in the SCA.
If ever there was a place to see the inner workings of our
heraldic system, this is it.
We extend our congratulations to these two Vatavians.
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From the Exchequer

FROM THE Arts and

Good Day to all.
Here is where The Barony sits on available monies at the
end of 4th quarter end of 2016. We currently have a little
over $8426.71 in the bank for this next year. I have also
have attached to this is the Budget for this next year for the
Barony.
Soon I will be stepping down into the Deputy Exchequer
of Baronial property. Lady Margaret MacKenzie will be
stepping up as the Baronial Exchequer, if anyone is curious
on what it takes or what is involved as an exchequer or any
just to be a deputy please feel free to ask.

Sciences Ministers

YIS
Ld Robert the Scot

well. If you have a class you wish to teach, or have a request

Unto the Most Gracious Populace of Vatavia and environs,
do we your Arts & Sciences co-ministers, Lady Maria Arosa de Santa Olalla and Lord Niall Mac a’Ghobhainn,
bring these Greetings:

As we enter into the New Year, the Arts and Sciences calendar is open for classes and demonstrations of every kind.
Generally classes are held on the second Wednesday of the
month, though we can accommodate other Wednesdays as
for a particular class or instructor, please contact either of
us. Remember, any period or Society subject is perfect for

Budget 2017
Event/ActivityBudget
Ren-Fair Spring$120.00 WB $20.00 Archery Booth
$50.00 Hair Braiding $50.00
Ren-Fair Fall$120.00 WB $20.00 Archery Booth $50.00
Hair Braiding $50.00
Crown
$1,500.00
Masters of the Duel$1,000.00
Valor
$4,500.00
Fighter Marshall $ 0.00
Not Present
C&T Marshall
Back Plates$100.00
Archer Marshall$ 0.00
N/A
Chatalane
Cards and Brochures $100.00
Hearldry$ 0.00
N/A
Regalia Crown$150.00
Barional Property
Signs
$50.00
List Field$500.00
Storage $2,300.00
VFW
$350.00
Make ICT$350.00
Total
$11,140.00
Closed 7 Dec 2016 By William Douglas

our Baronial arts and sciences meetings. These meetings are

held every Wednesday at 7 PM, save the week of Populace
meeting, at MakeICT, 1500 E Douglas in Wichita.
Looking ahead to this quarter’s events, The Winter Coronation in Forgotten Sea (January 21st) features the Dirty
Dozen Donation Derby. All entrants must create 12 items
based on a theme that are suitable for largesse. Judging is to
be done by the populace. The everpopular Clothier’s Seminar is February 4-5 at Cum an Iolar,
and Chieftains is held in Three Rivers February 25-26.
March brings us Gulf Wars in Gleann Abhann, and let us
not forget the Spring Crown Tournament here
in Vatavia April 8-9. All these events provide ample opportunity for competition and classes in the arts and sciences.
All artists and scientists of the Barony are reminded that
Kingdom Arts and Sciences is April 15-16 in Lonely Tow-

er. This is the premier Kingdom event for Arts & Sciences,
and all are encouraged to enter into the competition.
Please note that the Order of the Laurel shall meet at this
event, as will a combined meeting of the Calon Lily and the
Silver Hammer.
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Lady Maria recommends the following websites to all
those interested in garb research and construction:
Clothing the Past
https://clothingthepast.wordpress.com/
The Completely Dressed Anachronist
http://edythmiller.blogspot.com/
Katafalk https://katafalk.wordpress.com/tutorials/

Lord Niall recommends these websites for those interested
in period music:
A Guide to Medieval & Renaissance Instruments
http://www.music.iastate.edu/antiqua/instrumt.html
Early Music Sources
http://www.earlymusicsources.com/
And this site for period documents in Gaelic history:
CELT http://celt.ucc.ie/index.html

Yours in service,
Lady Maria
Lord Niall

Arts and Sciences Ministers, Vatavia

FROM the Knight Marshal
Unto the populous of Vatavia comes greetings from
the Knight Marshal of Vatavia,
There are several things I need to cover, the first is that the
office of Knight Marshal is taking applications for my replacement, I am moving to the Deputy Earl Marshal of the
South West region. Please submit your letters of intent to
the Baronage and the Seneschal.
As the chronicler asked for digital resources for letters this
month I would like to keep with this theme. For SCA
fighting technique go to you tube, there are thousands of
videos some of them are just videos of fighting, some
are instructional, pick what you want. If you don’t agree or
what you see, you don’t think will work, don’t use it.
Move on find what does work for you.
The other part of digital resources for fighting would be
finding equipment on line. This gets kind of tricky, first
look for stuff that states it’s for SCA heavy weapons combat. Also ask around find some one that has used
the armor your looking at, big tip is don’t buy on impulse,
think about it, find references and make sure that your not
just sending your money to some one that will not send you
the item your buying. There is an armor sales space on face
book, and an armor page , both places you can get feed back
on the place or person your getting armor from. Also keep a
tailors tape measure with you while your shopping, there
will be sizes of items and a tape will allow you to check and
see if it will work for you. Be careful and explore you might
find an armory that you will do business with for years to
come. His excellency has also added a list of armors on
the Dragonfly Web site, check them out.

As I signed this letter for the last time, I would like to say
thank you to the populous of Vatavia, each and every one
From the archer marshal of you have made my time as Knight Marshal a truly special
one this time around, and I want to thank you all for
As the winter months draw to a close and dreams of warmer this experience.
weather closer to coming true I would like to remind all
archers to please not neglect your gear. Give you equipment Thank you for allowing me to
a good once over making sure you are ready for the first
serve the fighting falcons
practice, which will be when the fighters move back outside
Magnus O’Carr
at OK Watson park. So I look forward to seeing all of you
(AKA Uncle Torin)
when the seasons shift.
Archery Marshall
Konrad von Roth
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Web sites Recommended by our Officers

Post Modern Medievalism

www.hillside.co.uk/tour/ This one is a walking tour of
Canterbury.

A Sociological Study of the Society for Creative Anachronism

Bright Ideas and True Confessions

A paper on why people are drawn to medieval recreation in
general, and to the SCA in particular.

Cary John Lenehan BA
www.stratford-upon-avon.co.uk/soahistry.html This sum- http://ynysfawr.lochac.sca.org/files/pdf/Cary-Lenehanmarizes the history by years of the town from 1558-1583. Honours-Thesis.pdf

How and What to Do and Why

Project Gutenberg
http://www.gutenberg.org/

Ælflæd of Duckford, Outlands
http://www.sandradodd.com/ideas/
Whatever your interest and participation level in the Society, there is something in this book for you. Very highly recommended.

Project Gutenberg (PG) is a volunteer effort to digitize and
archive cultural works, to "encourage the creation and distribution of eBooks." A fair number of primary period
sources can be found here for free.

Canvashome
http://www.canvashome.com/

Rare Book Room
http://rarebookroom.org/
Octavo publishes and preserves rare books and manuscripts.

Canvashome is a well known name in manufacturing and
Export of premium quality canvas tents since the 1960's.

Sartor
http://www.sartor.cz/
Specializing in high-quality silk and linen fabrics. (Beautiful,
but pricey. Great place to start for block printing ideas
though!)

Internet Medieval Source Book
http://legacy.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.asp
The Internet Medieval Sourcebook presents Medieval
source documents, maps, secondary sources, bibliographies,
images and music. It is located at the Fordham University
Center for Medieval Studies.

The Material Culture of the Middle Ages and Renaissance

MetPublications
http://www.metmuseum.org/art/metpublications/titleswith-full-text-online?searchtype=F
Five decades of Met publications on art history, available to
read, download, and/or search for free.

http://larsdatter.com/sitemap.htm
Learn about occupations, clothing, animals, tools, eatingutensils …

The Pensive Pen
http://www.thepensivepen.com/

Comprehensive overview site
Medieval Life and Times

The musings of a Scribe & Calligrapher in the East Kingdom of the SCA.

University Level Web Link page
Internet History Sourcebooks

Period Fabric
http://periodfabric.com/
At Period Fabric we offer a wide variety of authentic, period fabrics. We currently have many fabric types available,
including Cottons, Wools, Linens, Blends, Tent Canvas and
Oil Cloth.

Information on Medieval/Renasssance Music manuscripts
DIAMM | Digital Image Archive of Medieval Music

Page for recordings of Medieval chants
Chant Discography

Pimp My (Early Period) Scroll
Dame Asa Gormsdottir, Ealdormere
http://heraldry.sca.org/kwhss/2015/Pimp%20My%20
(Early%20Period)%20Scroll_rev.pdf
A comprehensive overview of utilizing research of material
culture in order to create stunning, original illuminations.

Links to Period Dance Manuals
The Library of Dance - Vintage Dance Manuals
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OFFICERS’ MEETING MINUTES

the season. Looking at the calendar, the Knight Marshal has
cancelled practices for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New
Year’s.

OFFICERS’ MEETING | November 2, 2016

The Archer Marshal has closed archery for the season. The
weather is getting colder and the major archery events on
the Kingdom calendar for the year have been held.

Make ICT 1500 East Douglas, Wichita, Kansas
23 were in attendance: 12 Baronage/ officers/deputies and
1 other member participated

The Seneschal thanked all officers for turning in their reports on time and doing their jobs so well.

Members are encouraged to attend RUSH in Carlsby
(Lawrence, KS) on November 5th, some Vatavians have
volunteered to teach classes. Other notable events coming
up were announced: Toys for Tots in Wyvern Cliffe
(Jefferson City, MO) on November 19th, A Midwinter
Knight’s Dream in Theobald (Winfield, KS) on December
3rd, and Kris Kinder in Forgotten Sea (Kansas City, MO)
on December 10th.

Their Excellencies announced that the Kingdom Reeve has
accepted the bid presented by the Shire of Theobald for
Queen’s Prize Tournament next year. Bids for Valor 38 are
requested to be turned in by January 18th. They would like
to meet with their Champions during populace meeting this
month (November 16th) to discuss Champions Tourney.

The Demo Coordinator is finalizing the special subject
presentations for next year at Exploration Place. Volunteers
for the Night of the Living Zoo last weekend were thanked
especially with the last minute changes that were required.
No information has been received on the February Scout
presentation request to date.

There being no other business the meeting adjourned.
OFFICERS’ MEETING | December 7, 2016
Make ICT 1500 East Douglas, Wichita, Kansas
20 were in attendance: 12 Baronage/ officers/deputies and
2 event stewards; 2 other members participated in the

The Arts and sciences Ministers are busy arranging classes
for 2017. Requests for specific classes, subjects, and/or instructors can be directed to them
(artsandsciences@baronyofvatavia.org).

meeting.

Members were reminded that Kris Kinder was the coming
weekend, December 10th. The next special theme presentaThe Caltrop Pursuviant announced that decision results will tion for Exploration Place is Sunday December 18th on
be given to those Vatavian’s with items in process when
Winter Traditions. There are several presentation requests
they are received. There are currently no new items in pro- for 2017 already received.
cess. There is a need for voice heralds at Toys for Tots. If
Lord Jóhann announced that he will host a bardic holiday
you attending and interested please consider volunteering.
celebration Saturday December 17th at his residence beginThe Chronicler has released the fourth quarter Dragonflyre ning mid afternoon.
on the Baronial Web site. It is now possible to count the
Several Vatavian proposals are in process. Two registrations
number of downloads of the newsletter.
were announced; and another is expected this month. ClasThe Chatelaine encourages members to include newcomers ses for 2017 are being schedule for the arts and sciences
when making plans to travel to events.
nights. Class ideas would be appreciated. A Baronial project
The Zevak (Baronial Bardic Champion) is considering host- night was suggested. Her Excellency Sung already checked
ing a Bardic night and Christmas party the third weekend in calendars for potential dates; the end of January is available.
Largess was suggested as a project.
December.

The Exchequer reported a balance of $8826.37. The security deposits for the two events in Andover next year have
already been made. Before Christmas a meeting is planned
with the Great Plains Renaissance Festival owner to determine the gratuity for Vatavia’s operation of the Festivals’
pop booths. It was announced that January the Exchequer
officer will be changing. Fund raising possibilities were
briefly discussed. Logistic and legal issues must be
considered.

The Exchequer reported that two checks will be written this
evening for Baronial storage rental and the donation to the
Cancer Society from Phallus Fractus. The remaining balance
will be a little under $10,000 after those expenditures. It
was announced that a finance meeting would be held after
this officers’ meeting.
The Knight Marshal will continue holding fighter practice
as normal until the first weekend in December, at which
time practice will move indoors to Exploration Place for
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Fighter practice has moved to Exploration Place for the winThe Exchequer announced that the gratuity from
ter. Archery has shut down for the season.
the Great Plains Renaissance Festival for several Festivals is
Officers were reminded that Domesday reports will be due $2173 and will be received in the next 30 days. A procedure
in January. Mid January Valor bids are due. The date for the has been established to have this done at the close of each
Spring Renaissance Festival is not know at this time. Mem- Festival instead of waiting for it to be resolved later. The
bers interested in running this major demo need not wait to Domesday report is just awaiting the last bank statement for
completion. The signature card is almost done as well. The
start plans and bids.
current balance is $8,426.71.
Officer letters for the Dragonflyre will be due January 4th.
Fighter practice will continue at Exploration Place
Officers were asked to provide favorite web sites members
until
some
time in March. This Sunday January 7th fighters
might find educational; i.e. museums, documentation, items
need to not set up until after 12:00 due to the sensory
to make, etc.
friendly early admission that day. The Knight Marshal will
It was announced that after the meeting there would be
be stepping down to assume the office of SW Regional
meetings of the finance committee, the budget meeting, and Deputy to the Earl Marshal. Letters of intent should be sent
Spring Crown.
to Their Excellencies, the Seneschal and him. Interested individuals do not have to have previously held this office.
New applicants are strongly encouraged.
The meeting adjourned.
The Seneschal thanked the officers for doing their
jobs well. Those who do not have a deputy are strongly encouraged to fill that position. He reminded everyone that
OFFICERS’ MEETING | January 4, 2017
quarterlies are due January 15th. His report, also due the
Make ICT 1500 East Douglas, Wichita, Kansas
15th ,is a compilation of those reports he receives plus his
own information. Timely receipt of officers’ reports is ap20 members were present: 12 Baronage/ officers/
preciated.
deputies; 2 event stewards
Staffing plans for the upcoming Crown Tournament here
April 8, 2017 are starting. Interested individuals should
contact the event stewards, HR Garick and HG Yasamin to
volunteer. They are especially interested in individuals to
help with gate, set-up and tear down, kitchen, and crash
space specifically.

The schedule of the special presentations at Exploration Place was announced, the first being January 29th.
Also announced were other presentations. Ld Torin is organizing the fighting presentation February 26th for a scouts’
Blue and Gold banquet. Lys Maria and Marie are working
on the garb and costuming presentation March 7th for a sewing group. A request has been received from the Scandinavian Society for May 12th. No program specifics have been
received to determine if we can honor this request.
The heraldic registration of Øyríkr’s shield was announced. Three other items at Laurel will be decided and
notification sent during mid Spring / mid Summer. One
member’s proposal is currently pended at Saker, Kingdom
level. It was proposed to have some arts and science classes
this summer held in conjunction with the outdoor fighter
practice. There are also plans to have largess work evenings,
possibly in March.

Event stewards are being sought for the Spring Renaissance Festival and Vatavia’s Valor event Labor Day.
Their Excellencies announced a pre-print party at
Their residence this January 6th. It was requested that preprints be made available on Wednesdays for those unable to
make the Friday meeting. Largess work nights were mentioned.
It was stressed that fund raising has been mentioned
in the past but some of the suggestions need to actually be
done. Relying on just the gratuity from Ren Festival does
not necessarily meet the group’s needs. Currently the group
is just running what is needed. There is maintenance that is
needed. It was noted it would take only one poorly attended event to seriously deplete the finances. A silent auction at
the upcoming Crown event was suggested by a member.
In a totally unrelated Society matter, it was announced that due to financial obligations of the estate the
residence of the late Sharon Lawrence/ Kasamira Verena
D’Arcy will be sold at auction at some time in the future.
The meeting adjourned.
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THEIR MAJESTIES CALONTIR

baronial GATHERINGS

King Duncan Bruce of Logan & Queen Ylva Jonsdottir
Falcon-Crown@calontir.org

Populace Meeting Third Wednesday, 7-9 PM VFW Post
112, 1560 South Topeka Street, Wichita, KS 67211

Their Royal Highnesses

Fighter Practice (Armored Combat and Calon Steel)
Prince Bataciqan-nu Ko'un Ashir & Princess Ashland de Mumford Sundays, 12-3 |Exploration Place, 300 N. McLean Blvd. |
For more information, contact: Lord Magnus O’Carr
Falcon-Heirs@calontir.org
(AKA Torin) knightmarshal@baronyofvatavia.org |
316-640-7836

Archery Practice On hiatus for Winter|For more information, contact: Konrad von Roth
|archermarshal@baronyofvatavia.org

UPCOMING KINGDOM EVENTS

••• January •••

21-22 Winter Coronation|Forgotten Sea (Kansas City, MO)

Officers Meeting & Finance Meeting First Wednesday of
the month, 7-9 PM. Open to the populace. Make ICT,
1500 E Douglas Ave, Wichita, KS 67214

••• Febuary •••

Arts and Sciences Gathering 1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesday,
7-9 PM at Make ICT, 1500 E Douglas Ave, Wichita, KS
67214

7-8

4-5

Twelfth Night| Lonely Tower (Omaha, NE)

Baronial Demos:
February 26, 2017

Clothier’ s Seminar|Cum An Iolar
(South Johnson County, KS )

Elizabeth Anne Seton Catholic School
Scout Blue and Gold Banquet- starts 4 pm fighting and
show different costumes presentation during the meal- approximately 20 minutesl: we are invited to eat with themHog Wild Pit Barbecue

18-19 Winter War Maneuvers |Mag Mor
(Lincoln, NE)
25-26 Chieftains |Three Rivers |(St. Louis, MO)

March 7, 2017
Sedgwick County Extension Center
Sewing Group (Alejandra’s a member)- 1:30 pm

••• March •••

different kinds of garb
20 minutes with hands on and question and answer time
afterwards *limited number needed due to space

11-12 Gulf Wars | Gleann Abhann |(Lumberton, MS)
25-26 Hibernates Interuptis|Westumbria

May 12, 2017

(Hays-Great Bend, KS)

Glory Day Lutheran Church next to Crum Castle in Riverside
Scandinavian Society- after 6:30 pm,
Viking culture/ History
30 to 45 minutes, power point capable equipment available

••• April •••
1-2

Spring Spears | Calanais Nuadh |(Rolla, MO)

8-9

Spring CrownTournament|Vatavia|(Wichita, KS)

TO GET A COPY OF THE

KNOWN WORLD HANDBOOK

15-16 Kingdom Arts & Sciences|Lonely Tower|

Contact His Lordship Friar Thomas | 316-685-1182
Handbooks are $23.00

(Omaha, NE)
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The Tradition of the Wren By HE Marie Chantal Delair
Today’s conglomerate of many beliefs and traditions came from several sources. From the start the early Christian
Church assimilated pagan practices and symbols. The policy was to save those deeply loved, innocent parts and transform
them to something significant with a Catholic context. Pope Gregory the Great encouraged Augustine of Canterbury in
this in the seventh century.
Even before this, the birth of Christ had been ritualized as an aid to the growth of the relatively young church. In
the fourth century the church, some sources credit Pope Julius I (337-352), had selected December 25th as the date for
celebrating the birth of Christ. This coincided with the winter solstice observances, the festival of the unconquered sun,
the birth of the Persian Mithras, and the Egyptian Horus, the festival for the Phrygian god Attis, the Roman Saturnalia,
The Norse Yuletide, and Jewish Hanukkah.
Christianity was brought to Ireland in the late fifth century. Local beliefs were incorporated there as elsewhere.
The Venerable Bede wrote that the 25th was the Celtic Mothers’ Night, the beginning of the year. It also became the
Christian celebration of the Nativity.
Fires and lights were part of the culture’s winter solstice observances. The Yule log was part of the Celtic tradition as it was with the Teutonic people. Scandia and Ireland also had Yule candles. The Christian church equated the
candles’ symbols of victory over darkness and enlightenment as Jesus Christ, the light of the world. The Yule candle was
lit Christmas day and burned until Twelfth Night. Some sources held that it burned from sunset until sunrise; others that
it was continuously burned. It was not to be touched after lit. To do so would bring bad luck. Only the head of household or someone named Mary was to extinguish the flame. In later period candles were placed in Irish windows as a sign
of welcome for Joseph and Mary. Later, during the Reformation, these became signs for the priests of safe havens; yet,
easily explained away as old superstitions to others.
Saturnalia was a Roman holiday season which in part was celebrated with gift giving, garlands, incense, candles,
and sometimes birds were common gifts. Older religions used birds as sacrifices, both real and symbolic. In Normandy
wrens were caged. Called “poulette de Dieu” they were suppose to have brought moss and used this and their feathers for
a coverlet for Jesus. The wren was also portrayed as a villain. A wren betrayed the hiding place of St. Stephen, the first
Catholic martyr, to those hunting him. Therefore all wrens must do penance. Another tale relates how a wren pecking at
the crumbs on a sleeping Dane’s drum woke the boy and prevented the success of a sneak attack by the Irish.
All these mixed and blended together became the Irish tradition of hunting the wren., still practiced in some parts
of Ireland. On St. Stephen’s Day, December 26th, a wren was found, placed on a bed of evergreen, and taken around to
others. The children asked for a treat or money either to celebrate the Saint’s day or as
a donation for others. This is also the English Boxing Day which traces back to
Saturnalia activities, the collection by journeymen and apprentices of levies from their
master’s patrons, and Henry VIII Christmas boxes from his subjects.
These three Irish traditions of the season demonstrate the rich blending of beliefs, stories, symbols, customs and traditions that are to be found at this time of year
for all cultures and beliefs.
Campbell, J.R., The Story of Christmas, New York: Macmillan Company, 1934.
Coffin, Tristam P., The Book of Christmas Folklore, New York: Seabury Press, 1973.
Hole, Christina, Christmas and Its Customs A Brief Story, New York: M. Borrows and Company Inc., 1958.
Hottes, Alfred Carl, 1001 Christmas Facts and Fancies, New York: A.T. Delamere Company Inc., 1938.
Mabie, Hamilton W., Book of Christmas, New York: Macmillan Company, 1909.
Copyright © 2016 Mary J. Day All rights reserved.
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The Friar’s
Corner

SCA—Where has the
Magic Gone?
By Friar Thomas Bacon

Recently I was involved in a discussion about the ambiance of the society. It started by asking why so little society history
has been written down. The only local examples are Craig Duggan’s Histories of Calontir’s Warlords and Princes, and
my own histories of the early days of Vatavia. The irony is that for a society that is ostensibly about history, we care so
little for our own history. For my part, the reason I have not carried on with the histories is that I have so few stories to
tell in them. There is an element of sameness that has come over the tourneys, courts, and wars that they all blur together
with nothing that distinguishes one from another.
I have long ago given up watching the fighting. They are just two men out there bashing each other, often with
blank shields and generic armor, anonymous. Courts are a repetitious of calling of names and reading of boilerplate scrolls.
It has become all business and little drama; an obligation to be endured. Even that ceremonious of events, the granting of
peerage, is for most people, reduced to watching a group of people huddled in the front of court with indistinguishable
mumbling. And wars are little more than two mobs charging at each other to form one homogenous snowball that gradually melts away.
The point is not there are no stories, but the stories are writ small. Meaningful to a handful of participants and
went unseen by the larger community. Recent TIs featured the peerages, and one of the interview questions to the peers
was what made the peerage ceremony memorable. And most of the answers involved personal touches that could be easily
overlooked, or not understood, by those outside of the household. Memories of events have shrunk from what happened
at the event to what a person did at the event. And I suspect all too often, that person can no longer remember which
event that was.
There is no longer a sense of a shared experience. Each little sub-group does their own thing independent of the
others with no interest about others or by others. This is not a problem unique to the Society, but a reflection of the larger American society in which it is embedded. It flows from the increased political fixation of the needs and desires of the
individual; from the technological isolation of electronic communications; from the laziness and fear to expand personal
horizons.
In the early days of the Society, the Society was seen as a corrective to the flaws of modern society. As a way, if
only within the group, regain lost virtues. But this requires everyone to look to and act to the bigger picture. You cannot
expect things to work by believing you only need to do your own thing while expecting someone else to handle the necessary things. We all must be willing to put aside, for a time, our own interests so that the larger interests are served.
The titles of knight and baron originally meant servant. And even in the latter part of the Middle Ages, it was still
expected that these lords could be called upon to perform some duty like serving feast, or providing hospitality. Selfsacrifice was a virtue often praised in the literature of the time. Even if reality did not always match ideals, but the ideal
was still out there.
Listen to the old-timers long enough you will hear them explain that in the early days that Vatavia and Calontir were like
family. And what is meant by this was that everything was done as a group. That you would show up even if you were not
participating in the activity of the gathering. Traveled together, ate together, and played together. There was a narrative
that tied activities of an event together, so that those not active still had an interest in the outcome. That there was an
12

anticipated climax or outcome that would send you home on a high note. That you could feel that you had been part of
something. And there was a story you could tell when you got home.
This is part of the fall of Valor. It used to be that Valor would be the first opportunity to hear new Pennsic stories. But no one tells those anymore. Back in Valor’s heyday, it was one of a handful of tournaments, and prestigious to
win. Now there is a tournament nearly every week, diminishing Valor’s specialness. It used to be that people would want
to make the most of a three day weekend and resisted leaving till the last possible moment. So there would be activities
during Monday morning at Valor. Now many people are gone Monday morning.
There is an old saying of uncertain origin: “When it ceases to be fun, it ceases to be”. So for the Society, or any
component thereof, to continue to be, it must continue to be fun. So what makes the Society fun? While everyone will
have a slightly different answer, it is essential to know. For it impacts not the continuation of the Society by current members, but also the recruitment and retention of new members. I cannot obviously speak for newer members, but for the
older members, it was that sense of community, that sense or trying to live to a higher ideal, to being a part of something
unique. And when they express their dismay at the current state of the Society, it is because they feel the lack of these elements.
Perhaps the newer generation is happy with the current state of being, and the older generation is just being old
fogies who should just shut up. But the occasional self-examination is a good thing, and to have a discussion of what our
expectations of the Society should be. What is it that makes the Society attractive? What makes events desirable to attend? And what contributions can the reader make for those conditions to be fulfilled.

Copyright © 2016 David Moreno All rights reserved.
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January 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

Officers &
Finance Meeting
7-9 PM
Make ICT,
1500 E Douglas
Ave.
8

9

10

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
15

A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.

16

17

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean

22

18
Populace
Gathering
7-9 PM VFW
Post 112, 1560
S. Topeka Street

23

24

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
29

11

25
A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.

30

31

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

Officers &
Finance Meeting
7-9 PM
Make ICT,
1500 E Douglas
Ave.
5

6

7

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
Blvd.
12

A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.

13

14

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
Blvd.
19

15
Populace
Gathering
7-9 PM VFW
Post 112, 1560
S. Topeka Street

20

21

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
Blvd.

26

8

22
A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.

27

28

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm at EP
Demo: Scout
Blue and Gold
Banquet 4pm
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March 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

Officers &
Finance Meeting
7-9 PM
Make ICT,
1500 E Douglas
5

6

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
12

7
Demo: Sedgwick
County Extension Center
Sewing Group

13

14

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean

15
Populace
Gathering
7-9 PM VFW
Post 112, 1560
S. Topeka Street

20

21

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
26

A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.

1:30pm

Fighter Practice
12pm-3pm
Exploration
Place
300 N. McLean
19

8

22
A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.

27

28

29
A&S Gathering
7-9 PM
Make ICT,1500
E Douglas Ave.
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